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Up to this point in Mark’s gospel, Jesus has been swarmed 
by crowds of people.  Immediately following his baptism, 
after delivering a man of an unclean spirit, Mark records that 
Jesus’ fame began to spread around Galilee.  After healing 
Simon’s mother in-law the whole city was gathered at her 
door step.  When Jesus went to his home in Capernaum, 
“so many people were gathered around that there was no 
room for them.” It got so bad that people had to cut a hole 
in the roof to lower a paralytic down to him.


Mark records that Jesus “could no longer go into a town 
openly, so he stayed out in the country; and people came to 
him from every quarter.”  They came in “great numbers from 
Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan, and the 
region around Tyre and Sidon.”  The crowds were so great 
that Jesus at one point was almost crushed.


“Get a boat ready,” he said, “so we can go over to the other 
side.”  But the crowds ran around the coastland and got 
there ahead of them.


Getting into a boat, going to a deserted place, going up a 
mountain, none of it seemed to work.  Once, when he went 
out early in the morning to find a place by himself, Simon 
and his friends hunted for him.  When they found Jesus they 
said, “Everyone is searching for you.”


Today we read that there were so many people that Jesus 
and his disciples didn’t even have time or space to eat.


The whole thing seemed to be getting out of hand.  So his 
family came to restrain him; and in an attempt to diminish 
the growing public chaos, even the scribes from Jerusalem 
came to demonize him.


But as much as they attempted to criticize Jesus, his 
kingdom could not be divided.  In fact, Jesus says, my 
household is made up of the people in these crowds.  


Curiously, whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell 
down before Jesus and shouted, “You are the Son of God!”


We won’t hear those words again until the Roman centurion 
cries them out when Jesus breathes his last on the cross: 
“Truly, this was the Son of God.”


That is significant, because what all these people are 
searching for, looking for, longing for, is the same thing 
people have always been looking for: freedom.   Freedom 
from slavery in Egypt; freedom from the powers of political 
and social oppression; freedom from the burden of physical 
disease and ailment; freedom from the powers of addiction.  
And because Mark describes in his first line that this is the 
“good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,” that’s exactly 
what is unfolding for everyone Jesus encounters:  freedom.


After all, it is the Son of God who is walking on the earth, 
and whoever encounters this anointed one, touches him, or 



gets close to him, they are set free.  That’s just what 
happens in his presence.


More than that, Jesus goes to the very place of oppression, 
alienation, humiliation, and suffering himself, and dies.  In 
doing so Jesus describes that he has come to plunder the 
house of the “strong man,” the oppressor, and tie him up, 
so he is left powerless over Jesus’ family members.  That is 
what is happening on the cross and in the tomb.  It is a 
remarkable feat.  


This activity happens so that we can belong to a new 
household. It is the household that Christina Stelmacovich’s 
nephew, David, belongs to.  It is the household that 215 
children who were students at a church run residential 
school belong to.  Jesus goes with David to the ICU; he 
goes to the mountain, to the sea, to the ends of the earth, 
and even under the earth. Jesus goes with them to the dark 
places of despair and abandonment, to be buried with 
those children in an unmarked grave.  And there, with them, 
in a grave he lies, thought to be forgotten and lost, only to 
raise them up first.  Because those who were lost are found; 
those who were dead, are alive; and the last will become 
the first. That’s how it works in Jesus’ kingdom; which is 
why we pray daily “thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.”


It is this activity of Jesus Christ that allows the Apostle Paul 
to say that “we do not lose heart. Even though our outer 
nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed 
day by day.… because we look not at what can be seen, 
but at what cannot be seen.”


And so there is work to do.  There’s always work to do as 
we, members of Jesus’ family, represent this new kingdom 
on earth.  There’s work to hear the stories of our brothers 
and sisters who were in residential schools and who 
survived.  There’s work to recover as many unmarked 
graves as we can.  There’s work to hear the stories of those 
who live with depression and mental illness to make sure 
that they get the resources they need.  There’s work to 
comfort the afflicted and weep with those who mourn.  
There’s work to ensure that every child matters, because 
that’s the kingdom Jesus came to establish, and that’s the 
kingdom they belong to.


Jesus promises to go before us, and to come through the 
other side of the darkness.  But the only way to get there is 
to walk with him through it all.  


That’s exactly what we do every time we celebrate the 
Eucharist.  We walk with Jesus, and all the afflicted, through 
the valley of the shadow of death, through to the other side; 
and every now and then we get a glimpse that we are not 
alone.  There’s a great cloud of witnesses, the communion 
of saints in light, who are there to applaud us, bless us, and 
intercede for us and invite us on this journey.  So come to 
dwell in a “building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens,” and therein find our 
freedom.
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